What should The London Student be? Does the elected editor have the mandate to broadcast their own views? Should it try and represent the views of ‘the majority’? If so, how does it know what they are? Is it possible for a paper to be unbiased? What should be reported and what should be left out? 

I guess my answers to these questions all revolve around the term open source. For me this describes a communally owned project that allows a democratic process of evolution. There are over 300,000 students in London studying more than 30,000 courses. Their combined expertise should be guiding our paper.
Have you ever read a news feature about something you know loads about? It can be frustrating. Journalists aren’t always experts – they research then report selectively, staying in line with their editor’s politics. The student community has individuals passionate and well informed on everything from music to economics. The London Student should be the place where we come together.
As well as specialist knowledge, there is an immense landscape of cultures, subcultures, identities, activists, faiths and styles at our finger tips. This means that as well as, say, a theoretical physicist’s explanation of the latest findings at CERN, we can give voice to, for example, a Syrian student’s perspectives on the uprising.
I will open channels of communication between the paper and the student to an unprecedented degree. Social media tools will make it easier to submit news, reviews, artwork, callouts, complaints. There will be a larger online presence, and facilities of voting and rating will allow users to effect real changes to the paper. The already excellent website will archive all submitted material. We will regularly out-reach to campus’ to gather feedback and encourage involvement. 
Still, as editor, I will have to make decisions about what to include in the actual paper. I am determined not to let it become the mouthpiece of one organisation. At the same time it should endeavour to counter the misrepresentation that activism, and minority movements in general, often suffer at the hands of the mainstream press.
This open source approach will ensure expert analysis on every issue. I want non-students to pick up our paper and be dazzled by the clarity and quality of the journalism. To vote for me is to give the paper to everybody and doing this will make it the best newspaper in London. 

